
Introduction


Joppa View Elementary School has two full-time School Counselors, Patti Little & Beth Anne McNulty, to service over 700 students. We will be following these students to their respective grade levels as they move up. We are Professional School Counselors with Masters Degrees in this field. The goals of the School Counseling Program are aligned with the American School Counseling Association National Standards in order to enable students to experience school success, to develop career awareness and decision-making skills, and to assist students in understanding and respecting self and others. We look forward to another successful year working with the wonderful students, families and teachers of our school to achieve these goals. 


How can the school counselor help you and your child? 


As a school counselor we have a variety of roles in the school building.  Our most important role is to help students in becoming emotionally, behaviorally, and socially prepared for success in the classroom.  We do this by working closely with parents, teachers, administrators, and students.  We provide four major services that allow us to help students prepare for academic success.  These four services are classroom guidance lessons, group counseling, individual counseling, and consultation.





Classroom Guidance Lessons


As the school counselors, we teach a variety of classroom lessons throughout the school year.  These lessons focus on topics such as character education, solving conflicts, anger management, personal safety, and goal setting.  Topics are selected based on the developmental needs of each grade level.  Lessons are taught in order to provide students with social skills that will allow them to make positive choices and develop appropriate interpersonal relationships.


Group Counseling


A number of group counseling experiences are offered to students throughout the school year.  The groups focus on topics such as changing families, anger management, developing         friendships, and organizational skills.  Students       are chosen for groups based on need, teacher and/or parent recommendation. Parents will be contacted if their child has been selected to be in a group counseling experience.  


Individual Counseling


Individual counseling for students is based on referrals from teachers, parents, administration or from student’s themselves. The number of sessions is based on the needs of each student. A Brief-Solution Focused Model of therapy is used for the purpose of the school setting. 











Students that need more intensive, on-going service should seek resources for community based mental health agencies. 








Consultation


On a daily basis, we consult with teachers, parents, administrators, and outside community agencies so we can work together to allow all students to be academically and socially successful.   








Roles of the School Counselor








If we can be of any assistance to you throughout the school year, please feel free to contact us at 410-887-5065 or  � HYPERLINK "mailto:plittle@bcps.org" ��plittle@bcps.org�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:bmcnulty@bcps.org" �bmcnulty@bcps.org� 











